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Sir: 



RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 



RECEIVED 

SEP 2 4 2004 

Technology Center 2600 



Applicants are in receipt of the Office Action dated May 18 5 2 0 04 of the above-identified 
application. A request for a one-month extension of time is submitted herewith. Applicants 
respond to the Office Action as follows. 



Claims 14-26 were rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
5,369,442 to Braun. It appears that the rejection under 35 USC 102(b) was withdrawn in favor 
of this obviousness rejection. These rejection(s) are respectfully traversed. 
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Braun does not teach or suggest a method or circuit arrangement for picture-in-picture 
insertion, including a memory device with a storage capacity of less than two insertion pictures , 
where more than one memory segment is required for storing an insertion picture . 

On page 3 of the Office Action of 05/18/2004, it was admitted that Braun does not 
disclose a memory device having a storage capacity of less than two insertion pictures . The 
Examiner then cited an excerpt of Braun stating that "the memory device can store more than 
two small pictures" (see column 12, lines 31-48). 

However, Braun still does not teach or suggest a memory device for storing less than two 
insertion pictures. Moreover, there is no teaching or suggestion that more than one memory 
segment is required for storing an insertion picture. In Braun, each memory region (SP1, SP2) 
stores exactly one insertion picture. If the memory device SP were somehow modified to store 
less than two insertion pictures, e.g., if the storage capacity of each memory region SP1, SP2 was 
reduced to less than one picture, it would result in the read operations overtaking the write 
operations. Therefore, the proposed modification of Braun would result in a non-functioning 
picture-in-picture insertion device. Moreover, the suggestion of a memory device having a 
storage capacity of less than two insertion pictures was gleaned from the Applicants' 
specification, and only with the benefit of hindsight reasoning. 

In contrast, according to FIGS. 2a to 2c of the Applicants 1 invention, the memory device 
has a storage capacity of 1.5 fields and is subdivided into three memory segments X, Y, and Z, 
where all three segments have the same size and are continuously overwritten. According to the 
Applicants' claimed invention, more than one memory segment (X, Y, and Z) is required for 
storing an insertion picture, and the total storage capacity of the memory device is less than two 
insertion pictures. 
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It is believed the application is in condition for immediate allowance, which action 
earnestly solicited. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: September 20, 2004 
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